FORTY     THOUSAND     AGAINST     THE     ARCTIC
soi!3 climate, vegetation, sketch of winter, spring, autumn.
This you must write because you live in exceptional condi-
tions that are not familiar to other children in the country.
And you must write as though you were telling of the con-
ditions of your life to someone particularly close to you—
for instance, to your friends Comrade Stalin or Pavel
Postishev (the secretary of the Party in the Ukraine).
Second chapter: Life in the family, work at school, i.e.
your studies, comradely relationships, good and bad in this
regard, and how you fight to eliminate the bad.
Third: Heroic and funny incidents of your life. Don't
be afraid of laughing at yourselves, self-criticism is as neces-
sary as washing.
Fourth: The growth of the town, extension of works, the
impression made upon you by the crews of foreign ships,
and so on.
This, of course, is only a rough outline of a plan, an out-
line made by someone who does not know the variety of
your life and, of course, you may not take this outline into
account at all.
Personally I think each chapter should be written by a
definite group and all the work should be done collectively.
When the manuscript is ready send it to me and I and
Marshak, when we have read it, will return it to you,
pointing out what is good and bad and where alterations
might be necessary.
Give a place in your book to the children on Dickson
Island and the hibernators at Chorny.
Well now, I am at the end. My letter has turned out
longer than yours,
Be of good health, dear children, be of good health, my
dears.
M. gorki.'
Nadeshda was prouder than I can describe as she went
through all this with me, and I felt clearly how she resented
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